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The group in front of the Riemore reed beds, with Ros getting down and dirty examining  
the attractive weed Mimosa pudica (Common Sensitive Plant) pictured inset in full flower. 

Mimosa pudica (from Latin: pudica "shy, bashful or shrinking"; also called sensitive plant and the touch-me-not),  
is a creeping annual or perennial herb often grown for its curiosity value:  

the compound leaves fold inward and droop when touched or shaken, re-opening minutes later.  
The species is native to South America and Central America, but is now a pantropical weed. 

RIEMORE DOWNS 
Though it was tipped to be a hot morning, an early start for our nature walk on December 5 meant we had 
finished birding by 8.30 am – there wasn’t much more “nature” to look at down at Riemore Downs, but the 
water birds were plentiful. 
Julie, Susan, Jim, Ros, John and Jeff left the VIC on the dot of 6 a.m. and spent a pleasant couple of hours 
meandering around the small lakes and reed beds at Riemore, to the constant trilling of orioles and the 
squawking of friarbirds (Noisy and Little), Little Corellas and lorikeets (Rainbow and Scaly-breasted).  A koel 
called intermittently in the distance, to remind us that summer was well and truly here, while dozens of 
Purple Swamp Hens scattered before us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              
           Olive-backed Oriole                           Noisy Friar Bird                           Rainbow Lorikeet    

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pantropical


 

A Latham’s Snipe was spotted right at the beginning of the walk and Susan soon 
found us a Clamorous Reed Warbler.  Alas, the hoped-for Australasian Bittern 
neither boomed nor showed itself. 
The wetlands at the north-western end of Riemore were as usual full of water birds – 
egrets, moorhens, swamphens, Pied Stilts, more snipe, various ducks.  Jacanas were 
everywhere among the water weeds, flying and calling out in their high, shrill voices. 
Two non-bird things attracted our attention: the fascinating way in which the great 
rafts of bulrushes and associated vegetation move about the main lake, and the 
pretty little sensitive plant (Mimosa pudica) which while it’s just a weed still delighted 
us with its little mauve flower balls and leaves that close up at the touch of a finger.  
It was growing everywhere on the dam wall and proved very popular with the bees as 
well as its human admirers. 
Once we’d done the circuit we drove over to Fred Buckholz park where we took a 
lazy look at the nearest birds while eating our breakfast/smoko.  Julie spotted a large 
egret as we left the park and Susan saw what we’re pretty sure was a Brown Falcon 

being mobbed by smaller birds along Palomino Road on the way home. 
Altogether a pleasant, early morning stroll and bird-watch with the usual good company.   
We got 49 birds at Riemore – not bad for a couple of hour’s walk – and another two nearby on the way home. 

 
Bird list as follows:      
Little Friarbird 
Noisy Friarbird 
Large Black Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 
Darter 
Little Corella 
Galah 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Scaly Breasted Lorikeet 
Pale-Headed Rosella 
Blue-faced Honeyeater 
Brown Honeyeater 
White-throated Honeyeater 
Silvereye 
Noisy Miner 
Common Mynah 
Red-browed Firetail Finch 
Spotted Turtle Dove 
Koel 
Crested Pigeon 
Magpie Lark 
Magpie 
Pied Butcherbird 
Crow 
Currawong 
Oriole 
Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike 
Chestnut Teal 
Grey Teal 
Pacific Black Duck 
Wood Duck 
Dusky Moorhen 
Purple Swamp Hen 
Australasian Coot 
 

Australasian Grebe 
Comb-crested Jacana 
Black-winged Stilt 
Latham’s Snipe 
Intermediate egret 
Cattle Egret 
Black-fronted Dotterel 
Royal Spoonbill 
Sacred Ibis 
Clamorous Reed Warbler 
Australian Kestrel 
 

Dollarbird 
Superb Blue Fairy-wren 
Sacred Kingfisher 
Kookaburra 
 
 
NEARBY 
Great Egret 
Brown Falcon 
 
 
Wetlands at Reimore 


